
Snappy Introductions

Nervous about reading your work to a critique group? Find yourself stuttering before 
you start? You are not alone. The following comments were made by otherwise con-
fident, competent, writers as they introduced their perfectly fine writing to a critique 
group. 

An excerpt from the list appeared in The New Writers Handbook: A Practical Anthology 
and Best Advice for Your Craft and Career. Edited by Philip Martin. Minneapolis: Scarletta 
Press, 2007.

   "This is the beginning of something longer."

   "This is a possible first draft."

   "This is a little experiment. It's like an idea, okay?"

   "I was so sure no one would be here."

   "Let's just get this over with."

   "My thing is really stupid."

   "This is too long."

   "I didn't write for crap this week."

   "This is the start of something."

   "I hope this measures up to my usual standard of mediocrity."

   "This is something I wrote so I might as well read it."

   "This is just a continuation of something I started."

   "I can't seem to write, so this is just something."

   "I had to bring something 'cuz I wanted to come."

   "A word of caution about this . . ."

   "I'm going to read this anyway, because I wrote it."

   "This is half of a short story I just started writing,"

   "This is the first draft of the possible start, or it could appear in the middle..."
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